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that similarly in great questions it is not cool calculation and
superior tactical ability alone that bring him success, but that
he needs these emotional outbreaks in order to maintain his
combative intensity and to gain his power of influencing by
suggestion, to which almost everyone who meets him succumbs,
the foreign statesman no less than the German citizen.
And so it is exactly with the revolutionizing character of the
whole of the National Socialist policy. The revolutionary element
does not lie in the use of force, the cunning methods of menace
that reduce men to despair, the unscrupulous technique of direct
action and of the fait accompli, but in the singleness of aim
underlying all these means and methods. German Conserva-
tives and Nationalists defended their capitulation to National
Socialism by saying that there was much that was open to
objection in National Socialism, its methods were reprehensible,
non-moral as one Minister expressed it, but on the whole the
National Socialist course was the right one for Germany. The
truth is almost the opposite: National Socialism has some
splendid achievements to its credit, and even much of its work
in foreign policy cannot be seriously objected to from the
national standpoint, having in view the difficulties with which
Germany has had to contend; but its general course is mistaken,
unfruitful, and in the long run infinitely disastrous.
Everything it does is done in the spirit of revolutionary
destruction, of the "unmasking" of "false" gods and "wrong"
systems. And the process is being carried to the length of the
"unmasking" of every element of order, until the total anarchy
is reached out of which the phcenix of the "biological" order
is expected to rise. This is not the constructive work of a great
creative spirit, but the cunning capitalization of a process of
annihilation. Hitlerist policy lives upon this unmasking pro-
cess; it fires its revolutionary spirit with the continual discovery
of new masks to be removed. The liberation from wrong ideas
and principles is certainly no matter for regret. Still less will